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" Venereal Disease," by COL. C. W. LONG, M.P.
ABSTRACT.

APPROACHING this question from the point of view of the
Public Health, and the constitutional stamina of our race, the
first question which presents itself is this.

Is venereal disease sufficiently prevalent and sumciently
dangerous in its character to demand special consideration? ’?
Or, is it so small an evil that w-e can afford to ibnore it

In the hast there have been various official enquiries into tllis
subject, they have all recognised the grave consequences of the
disease, and although among those who are specially engaged
in combating tbe evil, there are some few who think that

through the operations of advanced knowledge it is diminishing,
nevertheless, I think it is correct to say that the great mass
both of medical men and nurses throughout the country, are
convinced that the evil produced by the disease is very great
and very far reaching.
Under the light of modern science, treated promptly and

properly, these diseases can be cured; yet more than 2,0(~O
persons die annually from the diseases themselves, and an un-
known number from diseases winch are in reality the effects of
venereal; for it must be remembered that this cause of death
is entered in no death certificate if it is possible to avoid doing
so. Moreover, diseases are handed on to posterity not only in
the form commonly known as congenital, but in many varied .
forms of constitutional weakness, physical and mental.

Is this inevitable

Foreign nations have endeavoured to deal with the problem
in a manner which, while it cannot claim entire success, has its
own very grave drawbacks, and our own experiments on S1n11Ia1’
lines were embodied in tlle old Contagious Diseases Acts, which
were eventually repealed.

Those Acts interfered with personal liberty in the gravest
way and in a manner contrary to the spirit of English law,
inasmucli as they applied to one section only, and they were
conti ary to the feelings of tlle English people, because there
was contained in them tlle principle that vice may be

recognised and li(-eiise(I by tlle State.
But does it follow that because the first effort to deal with a

great evil failed, therefore we are in despair to sit still and
make no endeavour to deal with it ? In these days we take
broader views as to the public responsibility for the public
health; and the advance of medical science, by showing how
the diseases can be efficiently dealt with, las altered some of
tlie factors in tlle problem.
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Mr. Simon, in the year 1868, reporting to Government on
the desirability of dealing with the question of the disease

among the civil population, recommended that no steps should
be taken ; and he brought forward as a powerful argument in
favour of his recommendation that tlle State took no steps to
ensure correct weights and measures, and that the State did
little to prevent the spread of Infectious diseases.

That argument has long ceased to be true, and it is now

recognised that it falls within the scope of the duty of tlle public
authorities to endeavour to mitigate public evils. May it not
be possible to take steps to prevent the spread of tlie disease
without unduly interfering W*tll personal liberty and without
licensing vice? ~?

During the last few months certain memorials have been
forwarded to Lord Salisbury, asking for Inquiry into existing
circumstances and possible lines of action. The first was

signed by various ladies, by certain professional men, and lastly,
by certain gentlemen whose names carry weight on such a

subject. Amongst tlle ladles were well-known rescue workers,
matrons in hospitals and workhouses, district nurses, lady
guardians, and members of girls’ aid societies.
The list of men contained names of distinguished medical

gentlemen practising both in London and ia the Provinces,
and also recorded the opinions of men who, taking very different
views on many snbjects, are yet all united in considering the
subject of this paper one of tlle greatest importance, and one
demanding tlle serious consideration of the State.
The other memorials forwarded were from the Royal College

of Surgeons in England., tlle Royal College of Surgeons in

Ireland, and the British Medical Association. These showed
what was the view of tlle medical profession as to the im-

portance of the question, and as to the possibility of doing
something to mitigate the evil after due consideration. 

&dquo;

The memorials to Lord Salisbury asked for inquiry because
those who signed them believed that lines of action could not
be laid down without further investigation, and believing that,
they indicated no special lines of act.ion, but they were quite
prepared to suggest lines of inquiry.

. 

For instance: First, To substantiate tllat the evil is great
enough to come under the head of a public evil. 

Secondly, To collect Information as to the present oppor-
tunities of treating venereal disease, and as to how far these
exist at present through hospitals and dispensaries.
One of the advantages of the old Contagious Diseases Acts

was-that it made treatment possible for persons who were
ready to be cared, and greater facilities for proper treatment
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are much required for certain classes-these facilities ought to
be provided gratis, partly by charity, partly by Poor Law.

Thirdlv. To collect evidence of the various forms of
venereal disease and other discases and constitutional defects
which spring from hereditary contagion.
Let me point out here that these suggestions come from the

British Medical Association, and shew that great as is the

knowledge on the subject, that knowledge requires opportunities
for application in order to really protect the public.

I would concentrate your attention on the necessity of official
enquiry so as to have the light of modern thought thrown on
this dark subject, in the hope that at least greater facilities for
cure may be arranged.

In a majority of cases these diseases taken at once can be
treated as out-patient cases.
One modern system of cure for syphilis in its first stages is a

system of mercury vapour baths and other forms requiring
certain paraphernalia and skilled application which the working
classes or even clerks and young fellows at home could not well
afford or arrange for.

It would be an advantage if all Poor Law infirmaries and

hospitals had the necesssary arrangements for the thorough
treatment of out-door patients.
The working-classes again are free only in the eiening, rules

might be altered so far as to allow out-patients under treatment
to come by appointment for cure in the evening.
Then there ought to be such relaxation of the law of libel,

which is very strong as to venereal disease, so that while medical
men should still be liable if they divulged private information
obtained in the course of their practice, they should yet be in a
position to take action which would render interference pos-
sible (perhaps through some public authority), with a view to
ensuring precautions being taken against danger to the innocent.

It is believed that this could be done without divulging
names, except in cases of special danger to others,

It ought to be considered also whether the direct temptation
to vice in the streets of our large towns cannot be better con-
trolled, even though it cannot be entirely prevented. This is
better managed in some Scotch towns under Scotch law than
in England.

This being a paper to be read before a Sanitary Association,
I have confined myself to tlle health aspect of the question, but
I do not for a moment lose sight of tlle moral side, or of the
deep obligation to seek out that which is lost.
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Dr. A. JACOB (Dublin) said lie represented the Royal College of
Surgeons, Ireland, and he desired to say that the memorial, in the
sense which Colonel Long had referred to, was adopted quite unani-
mously by the Council of the Royal College of Surgeons, and there
was practically no second opinion in the College on the Subject.
Colonel Long only asked for an enquiry which was necessary for the
guidance for legislation. lIe did not agree with the statement that
the Contagious Diseases Acts were a failure. He studied those Acts
in the Curragh Hospital, close to the great camp, where he saw a great
deal of that sort of thing, and lie read up the Acts and worked out the
points thoroughly, and the conclusion he arrived at was that the
statement that the system had inflicted injustice on innocent women
was entirely illusory. He did not succeed in findino a single such case
in that district, which was continuously populated with loose wo-nen
of an objectionable class. He did not find a single case in which an
innocent woman had been exposed to inconvenience under the Act.
The reason was that tlle Act hedged round the individual with all
sorts of protections, and the police that were in the working of the
Act had no power or authority to take up anybody and cause them
to be examined, or to do anything else until they had taken several
preliminary steps to protect the character if the person were inno-
cent. The real fact was that the the existence of a proper system
for dealing with venereal was not a question of the propriety of it at
all. Every medical man, every scientist, every army commanding
officer was agreed that something was necessary to be done to pre-
serve tlle military and civil population from the inroad of venereal.
But there was the party, represented, as it had been of late, by the
anti-vaccinatists and conscientious objectors, which prevailed. It
was not the difficulty of persuading the people of the advantage to be
gained. ’1’hese people did not want to see any adva,ntage ; they did
not want to enquire ; they said it was the privilege of the free Briton
to have this disease if he liked to, and that it would be flying in the
face of Providence to check it, and they would not have it. He
trusted that Colonel Long’s efforts would so arouse public opinion
that these people would be furced to look at the question from v
moral and proper business point of view.

3Ir. A. WEEKES (Iiurstpierhoint) said none knew better than the
President of the Section how terrible the state of the British Army
in India had been. Iie agreed with the last speaker. He had to get t
up a Lock Hospital iu India in connection with a British regiment
and battery when he was in civil charge of a district, and no evil
resulted from it-and in his opinion incalculable good : but he ad-
vocated moral prevention as well.

Inspector-General MACDONALD gave an instanea of the successful
working of the Act.

Colonel LONG, yLP., said the speakers had referred to the old
Contagious Diseases Act. He had never seen the old Act working,
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but some who had worked them no doubt supported their return.
He had not heard anything to contradict what he had said in his
paper that there was in the old Contagious Diseases Act something
that was contradictory to the ordiuary law of England, inasmuch as
they applied to a very small section. Nor had he heard any contra-
diction of the statement that English feeling was opposed to any
idea of State-recognised vice. If it were impossible to bring back
the old Contagious Diseases Acts-and, from what Lord Salisbury
told him, it was-would it not be well to do something which would,
at all events, mitigate the evil ? :?

"The Educational Factor in the Vaccination Problem, and its
relation to the securing of the best standard of Vaccination,
public and private," by ALBERT E. COPE, M.D., D.P.H.

(MEMBER.)
AT present Tubercle and Plague loom large in the public eye;
Smail-pox and Vaccination, after a period of Parliamentary
prominence, have been, for a time, relegated to a position of
less importance ; the more easily, perhaps, because last year
only five cases of real small-hoa were recognized in the area
under the administration of the Metropolitan Asylums Board,
which, however, maintains hospitals and ships for the reception
of small-pox patients, at a total cost which last year exceeded
S40,000.

But, although we have not small-poz always with us in a

seriously epidemic form, we know that it is very lotli to leave
for long together, and the occnrrence of outbreaks such as those
at Gloucester, Nliddlesborough, and now at Hull, emphasize
the necessity for a well-organized and strenuously-maintained
resistance to its inroads. 

&dquo;

We are concerned to-day with the standard of vaccination,
and, as in every other investigation, it behoves us first to clefine
our terms.
What do we mean by the best standard of vaccination ?
Not the legal standard-indeed, a legal standard can scarcely

be said to exist wllen, as regards the community, the conscience
clause gives the opportunity of wholesale contracting out of
vaccination, and, as regards the indiviclual, tlie only legal re-
quirement is that his vaccination should be &dquo;successful,&dquo; this
word remaining without definition, and embracing success of
every degree, good, bad, and indifferent. 
The o~’iciol, standard only differs from the legal in the imposi-

tion of regulations as to tlle performance of public vaccinations.


